BANAIYAN TO THE SEA

his escape and thence made off back to Bani Hillal country
with the camels. And in order that the passer-by need
bring no alarming news of him to Zenaiti he sat on his camel,
facing backwards towards Arisha, and placed earth upon his
head and under his haunches.1 And thus he came to the
Bani Hillal. There Shaikh Husain bin Sirhan, after he had
listened to Dhiyab's story, planned to rescue Bu Zaid and
Baraiga, and in the fullness of time the tribe set forth and
came to a fragrant pool into which fell three wadis. And
Bani Hillal took counsel together and decided to leave their
women and animals with sixty horsemen to protect them,
while the gom passed on to the country of Zenaiti, but on
the morrow they changed the plan, saying that in place of
the sixty horsemen they would leave Dhiyab bin Ghanim.

'The camels and the women are in thy protection/ said
the shaikh to Dhiyab in farewell, 'guard them with thy life.'

And Dhiyab replied, 'If one of them shall be missing,
then is my life forfeit/

That night &jinn came wandering down the wadi to see
who was encamped there. He carried in his hand a mighty
spear, and went in and out among the camels seeking for
the biggest and best, and having found it he speared it, and
carrying the camel impaled over his shoulder returned up
the wadi. The next night he came again so that in the
morning yet another camel was missing. And when on the
third night there was still another visitation, terror seized
the carnp, for none had seen the jinn except the wife of
Dhiyab, and she was loth to speak for fear of the jinn's
revenge. Dhiyab, regarding his wife's strange silence,
questioned her, but she would not reply. Then he drew his

1 I record the story as told, but the allusion is not clear to me, and to
have questioned my narrator would have broken the thread of the story.
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